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PREFACE

The purpose of this Preface is to explain the structure of the following report of cultural
identifications and evaluations related to the prepgasxpansion dilevada Test and Training
Range(NTTR). Thisproposed action is being assessedlirgislative Environmental Impact
Statement (LEIS). This report is focused on study meAlternative3A, which exists to the
west of Nellis near the Oasi&lley and Beatty, Nevada

Figure 0.1 Culturally Significant Landscape and Features Surrounding Oases Valley

The authors of the report include researchers from the Bureau of Applied Research in
Anthropology, School of Anthropology, University of ArizoldofA) and members of a Writers
Committee appointed by representatives of 17 Native American tribes who are in formal
governmento-government consultation witiTTR. The consulting tribes identify themselves
as the Consolidated Group of Tribes and Ortions or CGTO.

The following report is organized by places in the proposed expansion study area called
Alternative3A that were visited by the Writers Committee. The analysis of each place contains
(1) a description of the place and why it was chosen for assessment, (2) the Writers Committee
cultural identifications and assessments, and (3) tiering information. Thadattquired by
federally mandated guidelines, which largely derive from the National Environmental Policy
Act. The place descriptions and Writers Committee assessments are rather straight forward, and
thus easy to understand, but the tiering requires @ bixplanation. In general tiering involves a
commitment to use past studies involving similar topics and/or places as those that are being
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considered in this study. As such, tiering is used to contextualize what is being said by the
Writers Committee.n other words, tiering information places new cultural identifications and
evaluations along side ones that were provided during one or more similar studies.

The following tiering statement corresponds with ones about home farming communities
and their reationships to pilgrimage trails and their ceremonial destinations. The following
ethnographic text was shared by tribal representatives of the CGTO during a Nevada Test Site
funded study of a place called Water Bottle Canyon which was determined tatgianal
Central Ceremonial Destination for people from all the 17 CGTO tribes (Stoffle, Van Vlack, and
Arnold eds.2006). Water Bottle Canyon, located just north of Ammonia Tanks, is a ceremonial
area having tonal rocks with offering holes located alngrrow canyon, bow and arrow shaft
trees, and a place for training and observing the stars. There is a great deal of evidence that
Water Bottle Canyon is part of the traditional site called Waungiakuda. Waungiakuda was a
place wherdNative Americarpeope continued to live until the Twentieth Century, when the
dispersal of family members occurred due to a number of factors related to encroachment. In the
late 19th Century, the site was occupied on a full time basis and served as a place where people
from the region wanted to visit for various reasons, including seed gathering. It was the home
(perhaps one of the homes) of Wangagwana, who was known as the chief of this general region
in the 1930s years after his death (Steward 1938:95). It was the bicthaid early residence of
Wangagwanaos sladians called BanammeJoerandrwhoNtative American
people considered as Chief of the Shoshone during the Rhyolite mining boom about 1906
(Steward 1938:95). Waungiakuda was a place to visituotihg, gathering, trade, and
ceremony in the late 19th Century.

Central to the area is a large isolated sandstone butte. Nearby was found a Clovis point
estimated to be 13,000 years old. It has been argued that Indian people have been visiting these
places in the caldera for ceremonial purposes for more than ten thousand years.

The interpretation summary presented below is based on a total of 75 insettvadw
were collected durinfpur field sessions in 1997, 1998, 2000, and 2004. After being fully
reviewed by the CGTO and the DOE it was published in Z80@ffle, Van Vlack, and Arnold
eds. 2006)The following text has been edited for use in this Preface.

In order to use the features in Water Bottle Canyon for their various ceremonial activities,
theyhad to take numerausteps to prepare themselvdsually preparation would begin far in
advance of their arrival to Water Bottle Cany
communities. They took many steps to cleanse and purge themselves of anyamanodtill
thoughts. In order to do that, the pilgrims use prayer and sweats. In some communiegs/the
Americanpeople used the nearby hot springs as a form of purification.

The rock prominentlylocated at Water Bottle Canypns a very importanplace,

it was put here by the creator and it wasn't moved. It can't ever be moved. It's the
foundation for Paiute people. We have stories about this, welcome here and talk
about the importance of protecting it and it gives the power and the protection that
we need. A long time ago people used to come to this(Foglre 0.2), the Las

Vegas, Pahrump, Ash Meadows, and Chemehuevi people would come up here. They
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know about this rock. That's howéit's one

the people but tthe land. It's where you come to leave offerings, sometimes just to

talk to it, to |l eave your thoughts and yo
mount ainséthese are a partéthey're all re

protect the rock. It's like it's beg guarded by the surrounding mountains, so it's

very very important in that way. The mooitis a crescent moon with the quarter

facing down, the rain wasn't going to come because of that. It also was a time that
warned womeneéit waseitrhemeensttirmealt cylvdee&ith
important time, a very delicate time and they have to be careful for what they are
involved in. The men came here; it wasn't a place where familiesggbtay é i t '
very special place.

S a

Figure 0.2 Landmark Rock

Ceremonis are conducted at places with high concentratiopsilwdand thus it would
be too dangerous for people who were not religious specialists to stay for long periods at
ceremonial places. Therefore, people who use a ceremonial area must have had to travel to it
from safe home bases. The pilgrims traveled alongxgmsive trail network that connected
Indian communities and ceremonial places from all over California, Nevada, Utah, and Arizona
with many of the trails converging at Water Bottle Canyon. The major trails all start in the larger
Native Americarcommunites. The home communities were oasis agricultural centers like Ash
Meadows and Oasis Valley. They were known for having irrigated agricultural fields and large
populations. In Oasis Valley, for example, letegm Native Americarsettlements have been
docunented (Steward 1938). Along these trails pilgrims would stop at various locations to say
prayers asking for a safe journey and protection for the families they had to leave behind and to
acquire thgpower necessary to enter the area. The following seftteuses on two of the
pilgrimage trails that begin in the communities along the Amargosa River both of which ended at
or near Water Bottle Canyon (Figure 0.1). Along these trails are other dessnatch could
be selected given the purpose of therpilgge.
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Figure 0.3 Traditional Trails across the Central Portion of theNTTR (Stoffle, Van Vlack, Arnold eds. 2006:
111)

The Oasis Valley Pilgrimage Trails

Coming out of the Oasis Valley area, there were two different trails heading towards
Water BottleCanyon across what are now lands managed TR (Figure 0.3) Each trail was
a very distinct and different route, which served a specific purpose. The differences in the routes
are attributed to the fact that some trails are ceremonial trails and othénaila to communities
and use areas. The ceremonial trails also differ in function; some trails were trails to vision
questing placefike at Buckboard Mesgrigure 0.4) and others were trails to healing and
doctoring placeglike the Doctor Rocks othe NTS(Figure 05)). Some ceremonial trailalso
known as pilgrimagérails, trails can only be used pyu h a 6. @he religus and ceremonial
trails were also not frequented by families. Many of the destinations along these trails are too
powerful aml dangerous for children and nonitiated people.



Nellis LEIS A. 3A Field Visit
March 29, 2018

- D, i e i TR ey, 11X R L

Figure 0.5Paiute Representative Mr. Clifford Jake at the Power Rock Site, April 1997
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Along both routes, the pilgrims sasgngs and said prayers to guide them on their
journey aul to protect their families who hatlayed behind. Along the route, plants could have
been gathered and medicine could have been prepared to take with them on their journey to leave
as offerngs or inceremonial activities

Oasis Valley Hot Springs

Before setting out on their pilgrimage to Water Bottle Canyon, the pilgrims had to begin
to prepare themselves at the home communities. In the Oasis Valley area, pilgrims most likely
came from distant home@mmunities butised the hot springs so they coatthtinueto cleans
themselves for their immediate journéiot springs have long been usedNgtive American
people for cleansing and purification and there is evidence that this ocmss Bamic
territory.

Oasis Valley and Indian Camp Trails

After leavingthe hot spring area they would travel to uppasis Valleyand a place now
called Indian Camp. From this locatipilgrims could set out on their journeyegherWater
Bottle Canyon by travelingp the east of Thirsty Canyon trait to continue north up Thirsty
Canyon toBlack Mountain. The Oasis Valley trad Water Bottle Canyors well documented
because it was clearly in use during the initial mapping of the area by the United States
Geologtal Survey crew in 1905 and was marked Alstive Americartrail on the official
published map in 190@-igure 0.2) As illustratedoy Ransome (1983the trail leading into the
site [called here Water Bottle Cpngpowhi chmes
located in the Oasis Valleygtinorth of the town of Beatty.

This trailto Water Bottle Canyonontinues eastward, stopping at Ammonia Tanks
(which is sublabeled Pictured Rocks), Water Bottle Canyon, Whiterock Spring, and apparently
endng at Oak SpringsThe trail is marked on the USGS 1906 color rti@gure 0.5 but that
must be magnified a bit to be better observed. Given the specificity of these Native American
trails recorded on the USGS map, the surveyors must have traveled alortggitseedaring their

mapping
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Figure 0.6 USGS Colored Map of Region published in 1906

Beatty Wash Trail and Cat Canyon

A second trail leaves Oasis Valley via Beatty Wash. As pilgrims reached the entrance of
the canyon from Beatty Wash, the trail clin880 feet in elevation. Oasis Valley pilgrims
followed this trail through Beatty Wash to a series of places that led them to the western edges of
Timber Mountains and on past Ammonia Tanks. The trail had four main stopping points (1)
Beatty Wash, (2) Cat @gon, (3) Fortymile Canyon Petroglyphs, and (4) Fortymile Canyon just
below Buckboard Mesa and Scrugham P@agure 0.6) where people would pray, leave
offerings, and prepare themselves for the arrival at Water Bottle Canyon.
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The second place along thait the pilgrims would travel through would be Cat Canyon.
It is about 5 miles from the end of Beatty Wash to the entrance of the canyon. Cat Canyon is
approximately eleven miles long and transects across the center of Timber Mountain. This
canyon is a aostricted space along the pilgrimage trail. Constricted spaces are places where
puha concentrates, so pilgrims would come to these places like Cat Canyon to pray and acquire
power. It was important for the pilgrims to get power from the stopping pointg Hieir
journey mainly because ceremonial destinations such as Water Bottle Canyon have high amounts
of puha and pilgrims would need a great deal of power or else they would not be able to handle
the puha of Water Bottle Canyon. It could make them sidkimturn cause harm to other
people. Therefore, while traveling through Cat Canyon, the pilgrims would take steps to further
ready themselves for Water Bottle Canyon.

Before entering the canyon, the pilgrims introduced themselves to it. They explained to
the canyon where they had come from and why they were there. Outside the canyon they might
have left an offering of Indian tobacco, water, or some sort of precious stone and then the
pilgrims entered the canyon and continued to prepare themselves. Drggentvisit to Cat
Canyon, pieces of worked obsidian and white chert were found. They are believed to be
offerings left byNative Americarpeople as they made their pilgrimage (Van Vlack20
While in the canyon, the pilgrims received piitean the place and they could have received a
song to take with them for the remainder of their journey.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

This chapter is intended to situate for the reader the site interpretations and evaluations
provided by the Writers Commét¢ appointed by the CGTO who are in governatent
government consultation witd TTR. This chapter contains some information about the natural
resources of the Study Area identifiedfdiernative 3Aof the LEIS and the occupation and use
of the study areéFigure 1.1)oy various Native American cultural groupote that this map
which contains a number of regional cultural places including the entire Amargosa River
hydrological system as it flows from Black Mountain to Death Valley, the Spring Mountains
which are the origin mountains for the Southern Paiutes, and a highlighted portion of the Salt
Song Trail which is the path to the afterlife for most Paiute peoples. The NTTR is highlighted in
grey.The chapter largely draws upon previous studies, which e produced by these
consulting tribes and approved, by either the DONTFR.
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Figure 1.1 The Oasis Valley and the Amargosa River
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Thorough investigation and tiering of ethnographic studies in the Beatty area situated the
selection of two primary vislocations during the February 2018 visit to the Nellis LEIS
Alternative 3A (1) Indian Camp (Colson Pond area) and (2) Transvaal. Indian Camp includes a
section of land that stretches from Colson Pond tdNfRER entrance gate within Thirsty
Canyon. Ths area includes cultural features such as Thirsty Canyon, a Native American quartz
guarry, and Intaglios situated on a hill with surrounding vistas. Transvaal, located to the
southeast of the Indian Camp, is an old mining camp littered with debris arteviof a rapid
encroachment dturoAmeri@an settlersAdditional descriptions of the study areas are provided
in Chapter Two: Indian Camp and Chapter Three: Transvaal.

Figure 1.2 CGTO Members and UofA Researchers

In addition to talking about placesd cultural resources, many discussions about natural
resources took place during the February 2018 Field Study. This includes animals such as hawks,
eagles, rabbits, bighorn sheapd bobcats, as well as observed plants such as yucca,
cottonwood, pineand Indian tea. Cultural landscapes were suggested as a way of understanding
the whole area and surrounding region.

1.1 Schedule of Events

The following is a list of the dato-day activities, followed by brief descriptions of the
types of interactions #i took place. All times are approximations.

10
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Day 1: February 9, 2012
1 UofA research team arrive in Beatty, NV
1 CGTO Writers arrive
Day 2: February 10, 2018
9:00 AM: Orientation
12:00PM: Leavefor Indian Camp Area
12:30 PM Arrive at Indian Camp Arégnorth) and have lunch
2:00 PM Travel to Indian Camp Area (south) and fill out forms
5:00 PM: Leave for Hotel
6:00PM: Arrive back at hotel

= =4 -4 -4 A -9

Day 3: February 11, 2018
1 9:00 AM: Leave for Transvaal
T 9:30 AM: Arrive at Transvaal, visit site, and fill out forms
i 12:00 PM: Leave for Hotel
1 1230PM: Arrive back at Hotefor lunch andClosing Meeting

Day 4: February 12, 2018

1 CGTO Writers depart
1 UofA Team depart

The planned schedule of activities was followetasely. The weather was windy and shifting to
cold as a front moved across the study arba.dirt roads remained dry and passable for both
field days.

1.1.1 Orientation

On the morning of February 10efore proceeding tthefield activities that were
planned for February 10 and,Xthie UofA research team and the CGTW@iters Committeenet
in an orientation meeting here were three main objectives to this meeting. Firs¢viewthe
mapsand formsproduced by the UofA teafor the Beatty and\lternaive 3A areas Second, to
reviewthe proposedschedule of Eventaindthird, to begn thedialogue concerninthe histaric
events effecting Native peoples with roots in the BeattyAdtetnative 3Aarea.

11
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Figure 1.3CGTO Discussing Site Visits with UofA Researchers

All members of the Writers Committee were familiar with the Beatty, avbech had
always served as a gathering area for peoples from around the region. Some of the Writers
Committee had been monitors on the Wastern archaeologgurveys condcted in the
Alternative 3Aexpansion study areas.

1.1.2Closing Meeting

Onthe afternoon of February Jl4fter arriving at the hotel from Transvathle UofA
research team and the CGV@iters Committeeformed a closing meeting. During this meeting
membes of the CGTO and the UofA team discussed the many topics and sentiments that came
to the forefront while conducting interviewasd completing forms in the field.

The Writers Committee were in agreement that they wanted the entire area from the end
of Thirsty Canyon down the Armargosa at least the Indian Camp to be considered a single
area potentially impacted by the proposed expansion. They believe that both sides of the
Armargosa Rver should be included in the definition of this as an area fqapireg for and
returning from pilgrimages. At least two pilgrimage trails begin at the Indian Camp. In addition
thetiming of the pilgrimages would be determined in part by local time keepers using the
intaglios on the higher ridge above the Indian Cahing entire area should be managed as a
cultural significant area within a much larger sacred landscape.

12
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The members of the Writers Committee were in agreement that the best use of the
Transvaal Camp site was to interpret the physical and cultural danfi&gedron the local
Native Americarpeople by the mining activities and the miners themselves. Instead of erasing
the presence of the miners, a task that would not be successful because of wstpésand
mine shafts, it was better to use the eviadeof the event to explain what happened td\thve
Americanpeople. The site should be placed on the National Register of Historic Places as a
Native American Traditional Cultural Property or TCP. Unlike other TCPs, Transvaal would
convey a sad but esstial moment in the history of lochllative Americarpeople.

Figure 1.4 CGTO Writers Committee and UofA Researchers in Closing Meeting

In addition to discussing the field visit Adternative 3A the CGTO did a technical
review of the draft report forestion 3c. Discussions on features within the Desert Wildlife
Refuge, such as roasting pits, took place to develop further on those topics. Those suggested
cultural observations have now been placed in the teAltemative3C.

The Writers Committee reaffirms that the Proposed Study Area 3a ethnographic
identifications and assessments should be placed without further modification in the LEIS
Appendix K.

13
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Another recommendation from the Writers Committee was that the ethnogsaydies
begun in response to the LEIS continue in an effort to more completely fill out the Native
American stories and cultural interpretations of these areas at the boundary of NAFB. This
request reflects the Writ ermore@tbhnograpHictissuesics as s e
be brought forward in response to the rapidly progressing LEIS schedule.

1.2 Natural Setting

The headwaters of the Amargosa River are in the area of the old volcano called Black
Mountain. From there rain and snow waters flowtbward down the high walled Thirsty
Canyon. When these waters leave Thirsty Canyon they enter Oasis valley. This is an ecosystem
of great biodiversity and biocomplexity which contributes to many species especially birds.

Figure 15 Golden Eagle

The Amargosa Riveis often an intermittent waterway but in wet years and times of
heavy rains it flows continuously and rapidlyiadrains the Oasis Valley and the Amargosa

14



